January 26, 2009 Lake Region Meeting Minutes

President Doug Storck called the quarterly meeting of the Lake Region Firefighters Association to order at 7:30 PM.  The pledge of allegiance was said.  We were welcomed to Royalton by host chief Tom Weinand.  Chief Weinand introduced council representative Al Libke who thanked all attending for coming to Royalton this night.  Roll call was taken by Royalton at the registration table showing 93 firefighters representing 22 fire departments in attendance.  Reading of the previous meeting minutes were waived with a motion made by St. Cloud and second by Bowlus to approve the minutes.  Motion carried.  The treasurer’s report was presented showing a balance in the checking account of $ 2508.62.  motion was made by Waite Park second by Long Prairie to accept the treasurer’s report.  Motion carried.  

REPORTS

There was no report from the Fire and EMS Training Advisory committee.

Dean Wrobbel, Certification Task Force representative gave his report.  The task force is meeting the next day to consider the possibilities of expanding testing possibilities to include online written testing for some of the certifications.  More information will be available at a later date.

Bob Dahm, Chief Deputy representing the State Fire Marshal’s office was in attendance and gave a report to the region.  The Firefighter Training and Education board will be sending out the “request for reimbursement forms” shortly.  These will be available through the MSFCA, MSFDA, State Fire Marshal’s office, etc.  They need to be filled out and returned as soon as possible, preferably before the fire service day at the capital, March 5th.  The program needs to get started to utilize the training monies that have been approved by the State through the Fire Safety account.  The Fire Marshal’s office has added another fire investigator, Andrea Wensloft in the northwest area of the state.  She comes from the Hennepin County Fire Investigation team, and Chanhassen Fire Department.  The state now has 12 investigators covering the state.  A position will be available shortly for “public fire safety educator”.  This position has been vacated for about a year and will now be filled.  They hope to have this position filled and operating by April 1st.  Bob clarified some confusions about “fire standard compliant” cigarettes.  Some think the notification on the cigarette package stands for “fire safe” cigarettes.  This is not the case.  These have been required since a statute  took effect on December 1, 2008 requiring  cigarettes be designed to self-extinguish when they not actively smoked.  There is a failure rate of about twenty-five percent in these cigarettes self-extinguishing.  They can still start fires in certain situations.  Bob stated that if a fire is determined to have started from a cigarette, the Fire Marshal’s division needs to know this information.  He asked for everyone’s help in reporting this by accessing the State Fire Marshal’s website at www.dps.state.mn.us/fmarshal, and clicking on a link relating to the fire standard compliant cigarette program.  There will be a one page reporting form that needs to be filled out in addition to the MFIRS.  They need this information to evaluate which brands of cigarettes are meeting compliance with the statute and which ones are not.  This will then be reported to the legislature as to how successful the legislation has been in lowering fire losses.  A question from the floor asked if casinos are required to abide by the statute.  Bob said they are not because the law can not be enforced on tribal lands.  The makers of the cigarettes are suggesting that after 2009 all styles of cigarettes will comply with the new standard thus making the cigarettes the same everywhere.  The states bordering Minnesota are or will be following the same rules by the end of 2009.  Bob announced that there are 307 fire departments  registered on the online MFIRS reporting system, and encouraged other departments to give it a try.  This provides more real time analyzing of what is happening in the fire service rather than waiting for the end of the year reports.  There were 49 fire related deaths in 2008.  As of this meeting there has been 1 death in 2009.  Pipeline CAER meetings will be coming up in the spring; attendance is encouraged.  The schedule is available at  http://www.minnesotacaer.com/. 

John Steinbach, Fire Investigator with the Fire Marshal’s office was also in attendance for any questions from the departments.

There was no report from the Volunteer Firefighters Benefit Association.

There was no report from the Department of Natural Resources.

Bill Mund, International Association of Fire Chiefs representative to the Great Lakes Division presented his report.  The 2009 IAFC conference will be in Dallas, Texas.  The 2010 conference will be held in Chicago, Illinois.  As a member of the IAFC fire departments can purchase many of their needs through discounted contract pricing.  An example for the St. Cloud Fire Department is the price savings through Grainger that they save when buying supplies.  Bill encouraged everyone to check the Great Lakes Division’s website at http://www.gld-iafc.org/, for further information.

There was no MNSCU report.

Mike Roe, Ridgewater Tech. College reported on upcoming training.  Mike presented the Minnesota fire training guide listing all the upcoming training.  Fire departments need to be aware that some of their voucher dollars have expiration dates on them and that they need to use them.  There are some area State Fire Schools coming up soon.  Mike spoke on behalf of Marv Calvin, president of the Minnesota Fire Training and Education Board who could not be at the meeting.  Mike made available a handout describing some of the reimbursements that would qualify.  If there are questions, Mike said to contact Nancy Wilson at 1.763.360.3875.  There will be more information coming out soon, and it is very important that fire departments submit the forms needed to reimburse their costs, which justifies the funding of this program.  

Larry Rieber, St. Cloud Tech. College reported on upcoming training.  Fire Officer I training will be starting on February 18th at  6:30 PM.  There will be a State Fire School in Brainerd on March 28th and 29th.  The Alexandria State School will be on March 21st and 22nd.  There will be a driver simulator class for emergency responders at the SCTC campus on March 17th from 6 PM to 10 PM.  There will be a 6 hour pump class on May 2 in the St. Cloud area; more information to follow.  The Fire Instructor conference was held in St. Cloud a week before this meeting with good response and 149 attendees present.  Larry reminded fire departments that are applying for FEMA grants, to apply for training dollars for larger training activities.

Scott Schaefer, Alexandria Tech. College was unable to attend the meeting.

Shane Schmidt on behalf of Bill Thoennes, MSFCA representative reported on activities of the MSFCA.  The MSFCA is always looking for new members.  The 2009 MSFCA conference will be held in Duluth October 15th -17th.  The editor of the MSFCA magazine is looking for articles from departments to put in the magazine.  The MSFCA has a 911 Memorial float available for fire departments to use for Memorial Day parades.  Cost is $25, with the department needing to provide a flat-bed trailer and a tow vehicle.  Fire Service day at the Capital is March 5th.  The MSFCA retreat will be in early March.

Shane Schmidt announced the results of the Lake Region bowling tournament for Charlie Meyer who could not make the meeting.

Mike Schroeder, MSFDA representative spoke to the region.  The MSFDA conference will be June 11th to 13th in Owatonna.  Registration and booking of hotels is the responsibility of the attendee.  Registration materials will be coming out very soon.  The MSFDA board will be meeting in St. Cloud next week.  Mike reiterated the importance of having good attendance at the Fire Service day at the Capital on March 5th.  Unlike past years where each fire association had their individual top item to push, this year’s goal is to protect previous legislation that set up the Fire Service account.  Mike had registration forms for members to attend Fire Service day at the Capital.  Mike updated the region in regards to having the legislators that serve in our Region attend our meeting to discuss fire matters.  The decision was made at the October meeting to do this at tonight’s meeting.  Mike sent out invites to the legislators encouraging them to attend the January meeting in early December.  The Lake Region meeting date was changed because of the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday to a week later.  This coupled with the busy schedule that the legislators have resulted in a poor response back to Mike from the legislators.  Region meetings near the metro area where some legislators did attend resulted in demonstrating the low amounts of training monies available for fire departments to train with.  Any departments that have had a member passed away or a member eligible for life service in the MSFDA during this past year needs to get this information to Mike so that he can relay this at the MSFDA conference in Owatonna.  There was one state representative present at the meeting and had walked in while Mike was speaking.  

Mike introduced Rep. Larry Hosch.  Rep. Hosch serves the central area of Stearns County in the Region.  Rep. Hosch spoke about anticipated budget deficits that the State is facing, and ways the State may attempt to handle this problem.  Cuts in local government aid could dramatically affect a local municipality’s ability to meet their needs.  Mike Schroeder opened up a forum for members at the meeting to ask Rep. Hosch any questions.  Bill Mund Fire Chief, St. Cloud asked about the possibility of using monies dedicated to the Fire Service account for other uses and whether this would be explained to the residents of the State.  Rep. Hosch said that these monies need to be used for what they were intended for.  President Storck, Fire Chief of Morris Fire Department spoke about the possibility of lost local government aid which is needed to function their fire department, especially in a city that also hosts a college and the many needs for response that a college can generate.  Rep. Hosch reminded everyone that they need to understand how cuts to local government aid could impact a local government’s ability to provide the necessary services they expect.  They need to talk to others and in turn contact their legislators to further explain how the cuts could affect them.  A representative from Osakis Fire Department spoke about replacement issues they are facing when replacing firefighters, such as training and turnout gear costs.  Gary Curtis Fire Chief, Waite Park Fire Department spoke about cuts they have had to make in equipment replacement and the possibility of jeopardizing the safety of firefighters during operations.  A representative from the Kandiyohi Fire Department mentioned that there are more and more mandates that departments are faced with and now are told there is no money help meet these mandates.  Someone asked about the budget cycle that the State operates on and whether it could be spread over longer periods of time.  Chief Curtis, WPFD spoke about possible retention problems that could occur if senior firefighters retired suddenly to avoid losses in retirement benefits resulting from a sluggish economy’s impact on a fire relief association’s funds.  A Sartell Fire Department representative  thanked Rep. Hosch for being the only legislator out of sixteen invited to attend tonight’s meeting for coming to the meeting.  Rep. Hosch remained at the meeting to talk anyone with further questions.

Mike introduced Sherry Munyon, Capital Access, lobbyist that works various fire associations and the fire service in Minnesota.  Sherry reiterated Rep. Hosch’s comments that firefighters make personal relationships with their legislators.  Each firefighter needs to tell their legislator about the challenges that their department is facing and how cuts in funding would impact them.  As of this meeting, the State is facing a projected budget shortfall of  $4.8 billion, but the forecast coming out in March may raise that amount as high as $6.5 billion.  Firefighters should let others know how important the Fire Safety Account is in meeting training needs.  Sherry stressed the importance again for firefighters to attend Fire Service day at the Capital on March 5th.  Other legislative issues that they are working on include:  Pension issues, donations of used equipment and potential liability issues, and fire sprinklers and code issues.

OLD BUSINESS

President Storck stressed the importance of submitting changes of officers to the Secretary so that the directory can be made more accurate.  Ray Trobec is always looking for companies to purchase advertising in the directory to help offset production costs.  Update forms were available.

NEW BUSINESS

Motion was made by Glenwood, second by Albany to reimburse Willmar Fire Department for $138 insurance costs on the Lake Region’s decontamination trailer that they house for 2008.  Motion carried.  President Storck spoke to the Region why the meeting date was changed one week later so that it did not conflict with the national Martin Luther King Jr. holiday on the third Monday in January.  This will be further discussed at the annual Board of Directors meeting.

GOOD OF THE REGION

A representative from the Osakis Fire Department, Lenny, spoke to the Region about an upcoming benefit breakfast to help raise money for a family of a deceased firefighter that they lost tragically in December of 2008.   Also they will be hosting a ice tee golf tournament on March 7th, and would appreciate any support of this activity.  

The next meeting will beat the Lakeside Ballroom in Glenwood starting at 7:30 PM.  There will be a Burlington Northern/Sante Fe representative at the meeting to talk about safety with railroad incidents.

Motion to adjourn was made by Willmar second by Waite Park.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM.

Tom Zabinski, Secretary/Treasurer

